ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1957 


Including  the  Report  of  the 

Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

STRETFORD. 


C^- 

F30I72 


BOROUGH  OF  STRETFORD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1957 


Including  the  Report  of  the 

Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

STRETFORD. 


CONTENTS 


Page 

Staff  .  3 

Statistical  Summary  .  12 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services .  16 

Maternal  Mortality  .  17 

Infantile  Mortality  .  18 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  .  21 

Housing  .  23,  65 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  28 

Milk  Control  .  30 

Food  and  Drugs .  32,  67 

Infectious  Diseases  .  34 

Cancer  . 42 

Tuberculosis  .  44 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  48,  66 

Inspection  of  District  .  57 

Drainage  .  63 

Rodent  Control  .  64 

Shops  and  Offices  .  71 

Miscellaneous  Duties  .  71 

Hackney  Carriages  .  72 

Mortuary .  73 

National  Assistance  Acts  .  47 

Petroleum  and  Carbide .  73 

Public  Cleansing  .  74 


Page  Tfvo 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

WM.  SHARPE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  B.Sc. 

(Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health  Division  No.  16,  Lancashire 

County  Council) 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

(who  are  also  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officers  in  the  whole-time 
service  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council) 

BARBARA  M.  KNIGHT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

MARJORIE  T.  DARE,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
BARBARA  J.  WALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

(Part-time) 

R.  SCHOFIELD,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(Appointed  February) 

Dental  Officers  : 

(Lancashire  County  Council) 

J.  S.  HIGHAM,  B.D.S. 

J.  OGDEN,  B.D.S. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Director: 

*J.  KAY,  C.S.I.B.,  M.Inst.P.C.,  D.P.A.  (London) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector : 

*A.  MARKLAND,  C.S.I.B. 

District  Inspectors,  1957 
*J.  C.  ANKERS,  C.S.I.B. 

*tG.  WATERWORTH,  C.S.I.B.,  A.M.Inst.P.C.,  D.P.A. 

(London) 

(Resigned  April) 

J.  P.  TEMPEST,  C.S.I.B. 

(Resigned  October) 

S.  W.  HOGG,  C.S.I.B. 

G.  C.  TAYLOR,  C.S.I.B. 

F.  G.  O.  DOBSON,  C.S.I.B. 

(Appointed  June) 

Meat  Inspector  : 

*J.  HAMNETT,  C.S.I.B. 

*  Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors 
t  Certified  Smoke  Inspector 


Page  Three 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

.  for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Stretford  for  the  year  1957. 

As  a  perusal  of  the  report  will  show  the  general  health  of 
the  people  of  Stretford  for  the  year  under  review  has  been 
satisfactory. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
Borough  at  mid-year  1957  was  61,750  a  decrease  of  170  since 
last  year  and  124  below  the  census  population  of  1951. 

1 .  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
1,041,  of  which  483  were  male  and  558  female,  giving  a  birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  16.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  16.1  per  thousand  of  the  popula¬ 
tion. 

Of  the  1,041  live  births  74  were  illegitimate,  a  ratio  of 
illegitimate  to  legitimate  births  of  1  to  14. 

The  number  of  still  births  recorded  was  25,  giving  a  still 
birth  rate  per  thousand  total  births  of  23  compared  with  a 
rate  of  17  for  the  previous  year. 

2.  Death  Rate 

There  were  647  deaths  during  the  year,  347  males  and  300 
females  giving  an  adjusted  general  death  rate  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  resident  population  of  12.4.  This  shows  a 
slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  12.8.  The 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.5  per  thousand. 
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3.  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

There  was  one  maternal  death  during 
death  attributable  to  pregnancy  for  three' 
maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  births 
marked  improvement  in  the  death  rate  associated 
birth  is  very  obvious  from  the  statistical  table  provided  in 
the  main  report.  It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  last  decade 
there  has  been  a  total  of  five  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough 
compared  with  21  in  the  previous  ten  years. 


4.  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1957  was  26  per  1,000  live 
births,  which  although  still  above  the  national  average  for 
England  and  Wales  of  23.0  per  1,000  live  births,  shows  a 
marked  improvement  on  last  year’s  rate  of  38  per  1,000  live 
births. 


It  should  be  remembered  that  the  rates  in  Stretford  fluctuate 
from  year  to  year  through  the  operation  of  chance,  much 
more  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
nevertheless  it  is  a  considerable  reief  to  be  able  to  report 
this  improvement  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  which  in 
1956  reached  a  disconcertingly  high  level. 

There  is,  however,  no  room  for  complacency  in  this  field 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  during  the  present  century 
has  been  remarkable.  In  this  regard  it  is  worth  noting  that 
the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Stretford  at  the  turn  of  the  century 
was  150  per  1,000  live  births.  Of  the  27  children  under  one 
year  who  died  in  1957  no  fewer  than  22  were  less  than  one 
month  old  at  death,  i.e.,  81  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant 
mortality  occurred  during  the  neo-natal  period.  Since  the 
majority  of  these  deaths  are  due  to  congenital  abnormality 
and/or  prematurity  it  is  obvious  that  to  effect  an  improve¬ 
ment  the  expectant  mother  must  be  given  better  care.  How 
this  can  be  achieved  is  not  easy  to  decide  since  there  is  no 
lack  of  facilities  available  for  antenatal  care. 


The  expectant  mother  may  receive  care  from: — 

(a)  Her  family  doctor  ; 

(b)  Domiciliary  midwife  ; 

(c)  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics  ; 

(d)  Hospital  Clinic  ; 

or  any  combination  of  these. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  multiplication  of  services  is  their 
undoing,  and  that  the  expectant  mother  falls  between  the 
available  stools.  In  order  to  ensure  adequate  antenatal  super- 


Page  Five 


vision  the  responsibility  for  seeing  that  it  is  carried  out  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  who  by  reason  of 
their  various  domiciliary  services  are  best  equipped  for  the 
purpose. 

It  would  greatly  facilitate  this  work  if  a  system  of  com¬ 
pulsory  confidential  notification  of  pregnancy  could  be  intro¬ 
duced. 

Infectious  Diseases 
(a)  Diphtheria 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  sixth  consecutive 
year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported.  Only  one  case  of 
this  disease  has  been  notified  during  the  last  decade.  This 
achievement  can  be  attributable  only  to  the  immunisation 
state  in  the  Borough  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed 
that  73.6  per  cent,  of  the  child  population  was  protected 
against  the  disease.  Although  this  is  an  improvement  on  the 
rate  for  the  previous  year  it  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical 
table  on  page  34  that  the  rate  for  the  pre-school  age  group 
which  is  only  49.5  per  cent,  is  much  too  low  and  offers  no 
room  for  complacency.  Every  effort  musi  be  made  to  en¬ 
courage  parents  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this 
very  serious  disease  before  they  reach  their  first  birthday. 
In  order  to  make  it  more  attractive  to  a  generation  of  parents 
who  have  not  known  diphtheria,  immunisation  is  offered  in 
combination  with  protection  against  whooping  cough  with 
which  disease  most  of  them  are  only  too  familiar. 

For  the  guidance  of  parents,  who  during  the  last  few  years 
have  become  very  confused  regarding  their  duty  to  their 
children  where  artificial  protection  against  infectious  disease 
is  concerned,  the  following  scheme  is  suggested  : — 

At  2-3  months — Vaccination  against  smallpox. 

Between  3  and  6  months — Immunisation  with  a  com¬ 
bined  vaccine  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus.  (This  necessitates  three  injections  at  monthly 
intervals.) 

Between  6  and  12  months — Immunisation  against 

poliomyelitis. 

This  presents  quite  a  formidable  list  of  injections  and  means 
a  number  of  visits  to  surgery  or  clinic,  but  it  is  a  small  price 
to  pay  to  ensure  reasonable  protection  against  an  array  of 
diseases  which  in  the  past  have  been  the  cause  of  so  much 
suffering  and  human  misery. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  these  simple  procedures  to 
which  the  child  is  subjected  appear  to  cause  very  little  dis¬ 
turbance  in  the  infant,  which  is  an  additional  argument  for 
having  them  carried  out  at  the  time  suggested. 
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(b)  Measles 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  measles 
during  the  year,  882  cases  being  notified  compared  with  208 
during  1956.  One  death  attributable  to  this  disease  was 
recorded. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year,  but 
too  much  significance  should  not  be  attached  to  this  since 
it  is  known  that  this  disease  for  some  inexplicable  reason 
strikes  in  epidemic  form  in  certain  years  and  not  in  others, 
and  in  certain  local  communities  while  other  groups  of  the 
population  go  free. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  real  value  of  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  campaign  against  the  disease,  which  was  started  in  1956, 
and  is  still  continuing.  It  does  seem,  however,  from  the 
statistical  evidence  so  far  available  that  reasonable  protection 
is  afforded  by  the  giving  of  two  injections  of  vaccine  at  an 
interval  of  not  less  than  three  weeks. 

The  poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign  has  not  been  a 
particularly  happy  one,  as  far  as  public  relations  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Parents  have  been  very  confused  by  the  amount  of 
scientific  advice  that  has  been  given  to  them  from  many 
sources  throughout  the  two  years,  and  by  a  somewhat  incon¬ 
sistent  policy  on  the  presentation  of  the  various  types  of 
vaccines  which  are  available. 

It  is,  of  course,  right  that  recipients  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  decide  for  or  against  a  certain  medical  pro¬ 
cedure,  but  it  seems  to  be  placing  an  unfair  responsibility  on 
parents,  as  was  done  twice  during  the  campaign,  to  ask  them 
to  decide  between  the  varous  vaccines  available,  when  they 
are  not  technically  equipped  to  make  an  assessment  of  their 
relative  merits.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties  an  excellent 
response  has  been  obtained  in  Stretford.  In  the  registrable 
age  group,  i.e.,  all  children  born  between  1943  and  1957, 
10,500  have  been  registered,  which  is  approximately  73  per 
cent,  of  the  age  group.  This  is  well  above  the  national 
average  and  is  probably  attributable  to  the  personal  approach 
used  in  trying  to  persuade  parents  to  accept  the  vaccine. 

It  is  of  considerable  interest  to  note  the  difference  in  the 
response  obtained  from  general  publicity,  i.e.,  press,  posters 
and  public  announcements  and  from  particular  publicity,  i.e., 
individual  approach  by  letter. 

When  the  registrable  age  group  was  extended  during  the 
year  to  cover  all  children  born  between  1943  and  mid- 1957 
every  effort  was  made  by  public  announcement  to  encourage 
parents  to  register  their  children.  By  the  closing  date  less 
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than  500  out  of  a  total  of  10,000  in  the  age  group  had  been 
registered.  Since  it  was  obvious  that  something  further  had  to 
be  done  to  make  parents  aware  of  the  position  a  letter  was 
sent  out  through  the  schools  to  each  household  enclosing 
consent  forms  and  within  a  week  an  additional  6,000  children 
had  been  registered.  I  do  not  know  what  this  proves,  if  any¬ 
thing,  but  it  would  seem  to  suggest  that  in  this  part  of  the 
world  at  least  in  order  to  “sell”  health  education  expensive 
advertising  is  not  the  answer.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  it  is  because  parents  do  not  read  such  matter,  or 
having  read  it  are  too  apathetic  to  take  any  positive  action 
on  their  own  initiative. 

Up  to  date  (June,  1958)  8,888  children  have  been  protected 
against  the  disease,  6,315  of  which  have  been  completed 
during  the  first  half  of  1958. 

Tuberculosis 

A  total  of  33  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  the  lowest  number  ever  recorded.  Thirty-one  cases  were 
infections  of  the  respiratory  system  and  only  two  non-res- 
piratory  in  type.  This  marked  reduction  in  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  (29  cases  were  notified  in  1948)  can  be  attributed 
to  the  national  campaign  for  safe  milk  which  is  now  paying 
a  dividend  in  the  field  of  prevention.  There  is,  however,  still 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  to  be  done  before  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  finally  eradicated,  which  is,  of  course,  the 
ultimate  aim.  Towards  this  end  case  finding,  contact  tracing, 
and  protection  by  vaccination  must  all  play  their  part  and 
every  effort  made  to  intensify  the  campaign  against  the 
disease  in  order  that  it  may  be  given  the  final  knock-out 
blow. 

Vaccination  against  the  disease  by  B.C.G.  vaccine  is  offered 
to  all  school  children  during  their  last  year  at  school  following 
a  mantoux  test  for  susceptibility.  All  negative  reactors  to  this 
test  are  advised  vaccination.  In  addition,  all  known  contacts 
of  the  disease  who  are  mantoux  negative  are  offered  protec¬ 
tion. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

In  my  report  for  1956  it  was  stated  that  “32  deaths  occurred 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  the  highest  mortality 
rate  from  the  disease  for  any  year  for  which  records  are 
available.”  This  year  the  figure  has  risen  once  again  to  a 
total  of  39  of  which  33  were  males  and  only  six  females.  One 
wonders  for  how  many  more  years  the  same  observation 
regarding  cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  will  have  to  be 
made.  There  is  certainly  no  present  indication  that  the  peak 
of  yearly  mortality  has  been  reached,  and  it  seems  that  unless 
some  further  action  can  be  taken  the  death  rate  from  this 
disease  will  continue  to  rise  for  many  years  to  come. 
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It  is  still  not  appreciated  even  within  the  medical  profession 
that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  major  epidemic  ;  over  100,000 
people  have  died  from  the  disease  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  last  ten  years,  and  if  the  mortality  curve  continues 
to  rise  at  the  present  rate,  and  as  I  have  said  there  is  no 
good  reason  to  think  that  it  will  not,  250,000  will  die  during 
the  next  decade.  The  seriousness  of  the  situation  will  be  fully 
understood  when  it  is  realised  that  a  large  proportion  of 
these  deaths  occur  in  men  between  45  and  65  years  of  age. 
The  position  in  this  country  is  worse  than  in  any  other 
country  for  which  statistics  are  available,  and  the  increased 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  recent  years  can  only  be  described 
as  alarming.  There  is  no  corresponding  increase  in  cancer 
of  any  major  site  in  the  body  and  certainly  no  other  type 
of  cancer  which  shows  such  a  predilection  for  middle-aged 
males. 

Statistical  evidence  in  support  of  the  relationship  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  presented  by  scientific  workers  in  many  countries, 
but  in  spite  of  this,  very  little  impact  seems  to  have  been 
made  on  the  smoking  habits  of  the  population.  Further 
energetic  steps  are  necessary  if  the  public  is  to  be  convinced 
of  the  serious  risk  to  health  in  excessive  cigarette  smoking. 
Just  what  the  approach  to  the  public  should  be  is  extremely 
difficult  to  decide,  since  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  cigarette 
smoking  is  a  great  solace  to  many  people  in  times  of  stress, 
and  that  the  habit  is  a  purely  personal  one.  There  is  no 
evidence  so  far  to  suggest  that  the  smoker  endangers  anyone’s 
life  but  his  own,  although  he  may  cause  considerable  incon¬ 
venience  to  others  in  public  places,  a  fact  which  the  majority 
of  smokers  either  do  not  appreciate  or  prefer  to  ignore.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  question  of  prohibition  can  be  rationally 
argued,  although  it  is  fair  to  point  out  that  had  an  epidemic 
of  such  proprotions  been  shown  to  be  associated  with  a  sub¬ 
stance  to  which  there  was  not  such  a  general  addiction  the 
call  for  prohibition  would  have  been  loud  and  clear.  Although 
I  feel  sure  that  prohibition  should  not  be  used  as  a  weapon, 
I  feel  equally  certain  that  it  is  wrong  to  permit  an  annual 
expenditure  of  over  million  pounds  per  annum  as  is  done 
at  present  on  propaganda  extolling  the  virtues  of  the  habit. 
There  seems  to  be  a  reasonable  case  for  the  exercise  of  con¬ 
trol  over  the  advertising  of  tobacco  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
this  would  meet  with  fierce  disapproval  from  the  tobacco 
interests  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  obviously  the  duty  of  all  health  workers  to  continue 
to  give  the  known  facts  to  the  public  in  order  to  ensure  that 
all  are  conversant  with  the  position. 

These  facts  can  be  summarised  as  follows : — 
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(1)  The  risk  of  cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  is  greater 
in  smokers  than  in  non-smokers. 

(2)  Cigarette  smoking  is  more  dangerous  than  pipe 
smoking  or  cigars. 

(3)  The  greater  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked  the 
greater  the  risk. 

(4)  Cessation  of  the  habit  at  any  age  reduces  the  risk. 
Atmospheric  Pollution 

Since  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  urgent  problem  in  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  in  the  Borough  is  dirty  air,  reference  must 
again  be  made  to  the  subject.  There  are  three  distinct  inter¬ 
related  problems  in  this  field, 

(a)  The  problem  of  dark  smoke. 

(b)  The  problem  of  invisible  gases. 

(c)  The  problem  of  exhaust  fumes  from  the  internal  com¬ 
bustion  engine. 

Stretford  has  more  than  their  fair  share  of  all  three  which 
is,  of  course,  mainly  due  to  the  presence  within  the  Borough 
boundary  of  one  of  the  largest  industrial  estates  in  the 
country.  The  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  should 
see  a  reduction  over  the  next  few  years  in  pollution  by  dark 
smoke,  but  very  little  can  be  done  to  minimise  the  contami¬ 
nation  from  sulphur  compounds  which  is  probably  more 
important  from  the  health  aspect. 

The  air  of  Trafford  Park  and  its  environs  is  one  of  the  most 
heavily  contaminated  from  sulphur  compounds  in  the  country 
and  in  view  of  this  it  is  with  great  concern  that  it  is  learned 
that  an  additional  sulphur  processing  plant  has  been 
authorised  for  erection  in  the  area. 

Every  legitimate  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  this 
further  addition  to  the  already  high  proportion  of  sulphur 
gases,  but  without  success  since  there  are  no  existing  powers 
which  can  be  invoked  to  prevent  this  development.  It  seems 
quite  unjust  that  such  powers  should  not  be  available  to 
the  local  authority  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  convince 
the  appropriate  authorities  that  some  upper  limit  of  atmos¬ 
pheric  sulphur  pollution  should  be  established,  above  which 
at  least  industries  known  to  produce  a  high  concentration 
of  sulphur  should  not  be  permitted.  A  perusal  of  the  table 
in  the  body  of  this  report,  giving  an  estimate  of  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  various  authorities  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Clean  Air 
Council,  will  show  conclusively  that  there  is  a  very  powerful 
case  for  the  prevention  of  further  heavy  additions  of  sulphur 
to  the  existing  high  concentration  in  the  Trafford  Park  area. 
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Regarding  the  problem  of  exhaust  gases  from  the  internal 
combustion  engine  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Local 
Authority  has  very  little  power  in  this  respect,  but  the  police 
can  take  action  against  the  owners  of  vehicles  which  create 
a  nuisance  by  emitting  dark  fumes. 

Housing 

The  system  of  dealing  with  applications  for  re-housing  on 
medical  grounds  whereby  a  confidential  report  is  received  by 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  family  doctor  of 
the  applicant,  has  worked  well  during  the  year,  and  I  am 
grateful  for  the  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  123  cases  were  dealt  with  of  which  96,  or 
78  per  cent.,  warranted  some  degree  of  priority  on  health 
grounds.  The  number  of  families  approved  for  re-housing 
during  the  year  on  health  grounds  was  66. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  I  have  received  from  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  throughout  the  year  and  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to  you  Mr.  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  offer  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  your  encouragement,  kindliness  and  forbearance 
during  the  year. 

I  have  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1957 


Area  (Statute  Acres) .  3,530 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid-1957  61,750 

(Census,  1951)  61,874 

(Census,  1931)  56,791 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (end  of  1957), 

according  to  Rate  Books  (estimated)  .  18,552 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (Census,  1951)  .  17,321 

Persons  per  acre  .  17.49 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census, 

1951)  19,445 

Rateable  Value  .  £904,681 

Product  of  Id.  Rate .  £3,555 

VITAL  STATISTICS  BASED  ON  THE  NET  BIRTHS 


AND  DEATHS  AFTER  CORRECTION  FOR  INWARD 
AND  OUTWARD  TRANSFERS  AS  FURNISHED  BY 
THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births  I  Legitimate 

.  449 

518 

967 

i.ive  mnns  |  illegitimate 

.  34 

40 

74 

Total 

.  483 

558 

1,041 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

popu- 

lation  (adjusted) . 

16.0 

Still  Births  . 

25 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births . 

23 

Deaths  . 

647 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (adjusted) .  12.4 


The  crude  death  rate  of  10.5  per  1,000  population,  after 
adjustment  by  the  use  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.18 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  gives  a  death  rate  of  12.4 
per  1,000,  which  is  statistically  comparable  with  the  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.5  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  .  1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  0.94 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  26 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  13 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  119 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  Gastritis  and  Enteritis  .  5 


The  above  statistical  rates  are  based  on  a  population  of 
61,750  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  the  middle 
of  1957. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

Registrar-General’s  Classification. 

Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  1  3 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  —  — 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  — 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  .  —  — 


8.  Measles  .  —  1 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases .  —  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  9  11 

11.  „  „  lung,  bronchus  .  33  6 

12.  „  „  breast  .  —  4 

13.  „  „  uterus  .  —  3 

14.  „  „  (other  sites)  .  26  27 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  —  — 

16.  Diabetes  .  1  6 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  36  57 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  66  31 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  7  3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  40  53 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  15  10 

22.  Influenza  10  6 

23.  Pneumonia  .  12  14 

24.  Bronchitis  28  13 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  4  — 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  3  4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  4  1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  2  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  6  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  —  1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  7  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases .  16  37 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  5  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  9  2 

35.  Suicide  .  6  2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  1  — 


All  causes  .  347  300 


647 
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WARD  INCIDENCE  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN  1957 


Stretford  .  81 

Longford  .  84 

Talbot  North  .  81 

Talbot  South  .  76 

Trafford  .  110 

Cornbrook  .  66 

Clifford  .  71 

Park  “A” .  24 

Park  “B” .  54 


Total  .  647 


BIRTHS 

On  the  Registrar-General’s  figure  of  1,041  registered  births, 
a  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year  of  16.9  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  is  obtained,  which  is  adjusted  by  use  of 
the  comparibility  factor  of  0.95  giving  a  birth  rate  of  16.0 
per  1,000,  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  16.1  per  1,000. 


DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Stretford  residents  recorded 
by  the  Registrar-General  is  647  (see  table  on  page  14). 

431  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
including  45  deaths  of  non-residents  which  were  transferred 
to  their  appropriate  registration  areas  :  261  Stretford  residents 
died  outside  the  district.  The  net  number  of  deaths  of 
Stretford  residents  (occurring  within  or  outside  the  district) 
was,  therefore,  647.  Of  this  number,  408  (or  63  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  occurred  after  the  age  of  65  yeras. 


Age  at  death  Number 

0—1  27 

1—2  .  1 

2—5  4 

5—15  2 

15—25  3 

25—45  37 

45—65  165 

65—75  177 

75  and  over  .  231 


Total  .  647 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

• 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Authority  are  given  on  page  3  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Laboratory  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological 
and  bacteriological  specimens  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health),  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  at  143  Regent  Road,  Salford. 
There  is  frequent  and  mutual  collaboration  between  the 
Department  and  the  Laboratory.  Dr.  Parker  and  his  staff  at 
the  Laboratory  have  continued  to  give  prompt  advice  which 
has  been  of  practical  value. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  1957 
as  compared  with  eight  in  1956.  All  patients  made  a  satis¬ 
factory  recovery. 

Maternal  Mortality 

One  maternal  death  was  recorded  by  the  Registrar- 
General  during  1957. 

The  improvement  in  the  mortality  figures  since  1932  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(Registrar-General’s  Figures) 


Year 

Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

1932 

3 

4-08 

4-24 

1933 

5 

7-07 

4-24 

1934 

3 

2-48 

4-41 

1935 

3 

3*74 

3-93 

1936 

3 

3-98 

3-81 

1937 

3 

3-76 

3-11 

1938 

3 

2-63 

3-08 

1939 

2 

2-86 

2-82 

1940 

1 

1-50 

2-16 

1941 

— 

— 

2-23 

1942 

2 

2-63 

2-01 

1943 

5 

5-17 

2-29 

1944 

1 

0-87 

1-93 

1945 

3 

2-84 

1-79 

1946 

1 

0-76 

1-43 

1947 

3 

2-16 

M7 

1948 

1 

0-79 

102 

1949 

— 

— 

0-98 

1950 

1 

0-93 

0-86 

1951 

1 

0-98 

0-79 

1952 

— 

— 

0-72 

1953 

— 

— 

0-76 

1954 

1 

1-04 

0-69 

1955 

— 

— 

0-64 

1956 

— 

— 

0-56 

1957 

1 

0.94 

0.47 

Deaths  from  abortion  have  been  included  each  year  since  1943. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1957  was  26  per  LOGO  live 
births,  as  compared  with  38  in  the  previous  year.  This  is 
comparable  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  23.0  per 
1,000  live  births.  From  the  table  on  page  18  it  will  be  observed 
that  of  the  27  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
22  occurred  within  one  month  of  birth. 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 
Certified  Causes 

Pneumonia 

4  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia 

1  at  10  days 

1  at  1  week 

2  at  3  weeks 

Prematurity 

3  within  24  hours 

Atelectasis 
1  at  1  day 
1  at  2  days 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
1  within  24  hours 
1  at  2  days 

Asphyxia 

1  within  24  hours 
1  at  3  days 

Congenital  Heart 
1  within  1  month 

Haemorrhage  of  newborn 
1  at  2  days 

Pulmonary  Haemorrhage 
1  at  2  days 

Adrenal  Haemorrhage 
1  within  24  hours 

Congenital  Macrocephalus 
1  within  24  hours 

Tracheo  Oesophageal  Fistula 
1  at  6  days 

Peritonitis 

1  at  1  week 

Intestinal  Obstruction 
1  at  4  days 

Spina  Bifida 
1  at  2  weeks 

81  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant  mortality  for  the  year  was 
due  to  the  22  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  first  month  after 
birth. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE,  1932-1957 


Year 

Stre 

tford 

England  and  Wales 

Infantile 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1932 

44 

59 

65 

1933 

33 

46 

64 

1934 

32 

41 

59 

1935 

47 

60 

57 

1936 

28 

37 

59 

1937 

45 

59 

58 

1938 

39 

53 

53 

1939 

25 

56 

50 

1940 

48 

75 

55 

1941 

25 

44 

59 

1942 

54 

74 

49 

1943 

55 

59 

49 

1944 

54 

48 

46 

1945 

54 

49 

46 

1946 

55 

45 

43 

1947 

54 

40 

41 

1948 

57 

46 

34 

1949 

41 

36 

32 

1950 

33 

31.0 

29.8 

1951 

19 

18.7 

29.6 

1952 

19 

19 

27.6 

1953 

26 

26 

26.8 

1954 

16 

17 

25.5 

1955 

20 

25 

24.9 

1956 

39 

38 

23.8 

1957 

27 

26 

23.0 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  relating  to  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Local  Authority  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  is  the  Mersey  Rivers  Board.  The  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under  observa¬ 
tion  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  effluent  from  the  Stretford  Sewage  Works  discharges 
into  the  Kickety  Brook  and  eventually  into  the  River  Mersey. 
Examination  of  the  effluent  is  carried  out  systematically  by 
the  Mersey  Rivers  Board. 

A  scheme  for  additional  works  and  improvements  at  the 
Sewage  Works  is  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 

Closet  Accommodation  (end  of  1957) 


No.  of  Middens  .  None 

„  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens .  None 

„  Pail  Closets  .  14 

„  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)  .  None 

„  Fresh-water  Closets  .  23,385 

„  Moveable  Ashbins  for  refuse  .  20,404 

„  Waste-water  Closets  .  None 


Public  Cleansing 

The  arrangements  are  efficient  and  satisfactory,  a  strict 
weekly  collection  being  maintained. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  under  Article  27(18)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  : — 

Inspections  by  Sanitary  Staff  during  1957 — 


Dwellings  .  <  2,796 

Factories  .  t  126 

Shops  .  i  124 

No.  of  notices  served  during  the  year — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts  .  178 

Informal  .  465 
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Results  of  service  of  notices — 


Statutory — Public  Health  Acts,  Compiled 


with  .  1 34 

Informal — Compiled  with  or  in  hand  .  407 

Outstanding  .  58 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  1,311 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated .  1,193 


In  addition  to  the  informal  notices  referred  to  above,  letters 
of  intimation  as  to  nuisances  have  been  sent  in  46  cases, 
making  a  total  of  511  instances  in  which  informal  action  has 
been  taken  to  obtain  a  remedy. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in 
the  Borough. 

Schools 

The  sanitary  condition  of  all  primary  and  secondary  schools 
is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  water  supply 
to  each  school  is  from  the  Manchester  Corporation.  Each 
school  is  visited  once  every  quarter  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  who  reports  to  the  Committee  for  Educa¬ 
tion.  Defects  found  are  promptly  remedied. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  conduct  of 
offensive  trades  (two  fat  melting,  one  gut  scraping),  the  super¬ 
vision  of  which  is  among  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Full  compliance  with  bye-law  requirements  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year,  and  one  factory,  where 
contents  relate  to  both  gut  scraping  and  fat  melting,  is 
regarded  as  a  model  in  regard  to  both  layout  and  operation. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

There  are  no  “common  lodging  houses”  in  the  Borough, 
but  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  houses  let  off  in  rooms 
(“houses  let  in  lodgings,”  “flats”)  with  inadequate  amenities 
for  each  individual  family. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 
(a)  Statistics 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 


Houses  Flats 


(i)  By  the  local  authority . 

24 

32 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

— 

— 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

22 

— 

Houses  completed  since  1939 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

New 

.  *1,624 

.  t308 

Rebuilt  after 
demolition  due  to 
enemy  action 

30 

99 

Total  . 

.  1,932 

129 

*  Includes  42  prefabricated  houses  and  811  flats,  t  Includes  30  flats. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  830 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  .  1,880 


(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit : — 


(a)  Number  found  during  year .  25 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of 

year  .  81 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered 
fit  .  473 
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(2)  Houses  Demolished; — 

Houses 

Demo¬ 

lished 

Disp 

Durir 

laced 
ig  Year 

Xll  V^XL/Cti.  clllww  I  VX  wcXl) 

(Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954): 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . 

Persons 

Families 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Houses  included  by 
reason  of  bad  arrange¬ 
ments,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Section  27,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas : 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure 
under  Section  11,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936  . 

3 

15 

4 

6 

3 

(3)  Unfit  Houses  Closed: — 

(1)  Under  Section  11,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936,  and  Sec¬ 
tions  10(1)  and  11(2), 
Local  Govt.  (Misc. 
Prov.)  Act,  1953 . 

Number 

2 

(2)  Under  Sections  3(1)  and 
3(2),  Housing  Act,  1949 

(3)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

under  Section  12,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936  . 

— 

— 

— 
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(4)  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and 
Houses  in  which  Defects  were 
remedied: — 

(1)  After  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority  . 

By 

Owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

335 

— 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under 
(a)  Public  Health  Acts  . 

172 

38 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936  . 

— 

— 

(3)  Under  Section  5,  Hous¬ 
ing  Repairs  and  Rent 
Act,  1954  . 

— 

— 
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(5)  Housing  Act,  1949 — 


Improvement  Grants,  etc. 


Private 

bodies 

or  ind] 

Lviduals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year  : 

No.  of 

No.  of 

dwelling- 

dwelling- 

No.  of 

houses  or 

No.  of 

houses  or 

Schemes 

other 

Schemes 

other 

buildings 

buildings 

affected 

affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  pri- 

vate  individuals  to 

local  authority  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

(b)  Approved  by  local 

authority  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 

authority  to  Minis- 

. 

(d)  Finally  approved 

by  Ministry . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Work  completed . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(f)  Additional  separate 

dwellings  (included 

in  (e)  above) . 

nil 

nil 

One  loan  for  improvements  under  Section  4(1)  (c)  of  the  Act,  and 
150  applications  approved  for  advances  for  house  purchase  under  Sections 
4(1)  (a)  and  (b). 


(b)  Housing  Conditions 

(1)  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions 

In  a  total  of  18,600  houses,  not  five  per  cent,  are  unsound 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  them  the  statutory  responsibility 
of  the  Council  within  ten  years.  The  majority  are  less  than 
50  years  old,  all  are  relatively  sound  and  many  are  modern. 
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(2)  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage,  stating  minimum  number  and  type 
of  houses  required  : 

1,527  applicants  on  register. 

Houses  required  :  609  1 -bedroom  type. 

610  2-bedroom  type. 

258  3-bedroom  type. 

49  4-bedroom  type. 

1  5-bedroom  type. 

(b)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  or  contem¬ 
plated  : 

4  flats  in  course  of  construction. 

70  flats  planned  for  1958. 

(c)  Any  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing  suitable 
sites  for  new  houses : 

All  possible  sites  for  erection  of  houses  and  flats 
have  been  examined.  The  few  suitable  sites  will 
be  developed  within  the  near  future.  Some  re¬ 
development  will  take  place  but  thereafter  build¬ 
ing  land  outside  the  Borough  will  have  to  be 
utilised. 


(3)  Overcrowding 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  have  been  relieved  during  the  year. 


(4)  Fitness  of  Houses 


(a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

None. 


Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  water 
supply  : 

None. 


(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet 
or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  : 

None — Some  families  (in  large  houses  intensively 
occupied)  share  closet  accommodation. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOP  ACT, 

1937 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 

Home  Office  Form  572 

(1)  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
RELATING  TO  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of : 

Premises 

(1) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No. 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(6) 

M/c 

line 

No 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

1 

30 

19 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority . 

2 

358 

107 

3 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

3 

5 

23 

3 

Total  . 

393 

149 

5 

— 
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(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


M/c. 

line 

No. 
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60 
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09 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 
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1 
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■ 
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1 
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There  is  no  outwork  conducted  in  the  district  in  unwholesome  premises  as  defined  by  Section  1 1 1  of  the  Act. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  are  now  no  dairy  farms  within  the  Borough. 

The  control  of  milk  production  is  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  a  branch  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Registration  of  Retail  Distributors 


Applications 
for  Registration 
received 

Applications 

granted 

Number  of 
Notices  to 
show  Cause 

Applications 
granted  after 
Notice  to 
show  Cause 

Total 

Applications 

granted 

Removed 

from  Register 

On  Register 

at  December 

31st,  1957 

Dairymen 
{i.e..  Retail  Distri¬ 
butors  of  Milk  with 
dairy  premises)  . 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Retail  Distributors 
of  Bottled  Milk  only 

23 

23 

— 

— 

23 

— 

132 

Retail  Distributors 
from  Premises  out¬ 
side  district  . 

_ 

-  ■  ■  ■  - 

_ 

_ 

- 

16 

Total . 

24 

24 

— 

— 

24 

— 

156 
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EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  milk  samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and 

Phosphatase  Examination  during  1957 
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Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949, 
and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 


Licences  granted  during  1957 


Designation 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
within  the 
Borough 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
outside  the 
Borough 

Total 

Pasteurised  . 

116 

13 

129 

Sterilised  . 

132 

15 

147 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

30 

11 

41 

Totals  . 

278 

39 

317 

Adulteration 


The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
Sections  9,  13  and  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations  and  the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk 
Regulations  is  carried  out  by  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  189  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Salford 
City  Analyst  (public  analyst  for  the  Borough)  for  examina¬ 
tion. 

They  comprised  122  milk,  23  ice  cream  and  44  other 
samples. 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  reported  upon  adversely  by 
reason  of  fat  deficiency  ;  but  appeal  to  cow  samples  proved 
the  milk  to  be  genuine.  The  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  were  notified,  the  farms  were  visited  and  advice 
given. 

A  sample  of  bread  was  found  containing  jute  fibre.  The 
baker  was  cautioned. 

Two  other  samples  reported  upon  adversely  by  reason  of 
minor  contraventions  in  respect  of  labelling  were  dealt  with 
informally, 

138  samples  were  examined  for  preservatives. 

There  was  one  prosecution  for  a  contravention  of  Section 
9,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  a  fine  of  £5  with  5/-  costs 
being  imposed. 
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SAMPLES  EXAMINED 


Report  of  the  Borough  Analyst 


Samples 

Number 

examined 

Number  adulterated 
or  otherwise  giving 
rise  to  irregularity 

Per  cent. 
Adultera¬ 
tion 

Preserva¬ 
tives  only 

Other 

Ways 

FOODS: 

Milk  . 

122 

— 

11 

9.0 

Bacon  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beer  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bread  . 

1 

— 

1 

100.0 

Butter . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cereal,  Breakfast  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Dessert  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Drink  on  a  stick  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Energy  Tablets  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit,  dried  mixed . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glucose  . 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

Gravy  Browning  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream  . 

23 

— 

— 

— . 

Icing  Fondant  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly,  Calves  Foot 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lard  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Juice . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  Compound . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Drink  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Orange,  Tinned  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper,  White  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Potato  Crisps  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Dressing  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce,  Mustard  . 

1 

'  - 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Beef  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Stout  . 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Synthetic  Cake  Filling 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tea . 

3 

— 

1 

33.3 

DRUGS: 

Juniper  Pills  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Juniper  Tablets . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lung  Tonic  . 

1 

— 

1 

100.0 

Medicated  Shampoo . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ointment,  Drawing  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Yeast  Tablets  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Food  and  Drugs 

189 

— 

14 

7.4 

Page  Thirty-Three 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  table  on  page  35  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  the 
notifications  and  the  mortality  approximating  to  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  clinical  type  of  scarlet  fever  continues  to  be  mild. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  for  the  sixth  year. 

Whilst  the  complete  absence  of  diphtheria  for  the  sixth 
year  in  succession  is  a  very  satisfying  experience,  it  is  feared 
that  there  is  danger  of  complacency  leading  to  neglect  of 
immunisation  against  this  dread  disease. 

Antitoxin  is  available  to  all  medical  practitioners  at  Park 
Hospital,  Flixton. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

This  is  now  a  function  of  the  Divisional  Health  Com¬ 
mittee.  Material  for  immunisation  is  available  for  use  by 
General  Practitioners  on  application  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Offices  and  the  Town  Hall,  Stretford. 

Immunisation  is  also  carried  out  at  each  of  the  County 
Council  School  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
Borough. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  rate  at  31st 
December,  1957. 


At  ages  (years) 

0—5 

5—15 

0—15 

No.  immunised  during  the  year 
ended  31.12.57  . 

891 

597 

1,488 

Total  immunised  at  31.12.57  . 

2,441 

8,544 

10,985 

Per  cent,  immunised  at  31.12.57 . 

49.5 

85.6 

73.6 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles 

There  was  one  death  from  measles  but  none  from  whooping 
cough. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  Three  of 
these  patients  were  confined  in  hospital  and  one  at  home. 
All  were  investigated,  and  in  none  was  there  any  evidence  of 
streptococcal  infection. 

In  addition  there  were  two  cases  of  septic  abortion  which 
were  treated  in  hospital,  and  recovered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  of  opthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  11  cases  of  food  poisoning  of  the  following 
types  : 

Salmonella  Typhimurium — 6  Salmonella  Bredeney — 1 
Salmonella  Muenchen — 1  Staphylococcal — 1 
B.  Coli.  0111  B4— 2 
Dysentery 

There  were  427  confirmed  cases  of  sonne  dysentery,  includ¬ 
ing  two  outbreaks  at  schools  involving  65  and  19  cases,  and 
two  outbreaks  at  day  nurseries  involving  23  and  10  cases. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
in  the  Borough  since  1945  : — 


Age  incidence 

under 

1  year 

( 

9ver  1  yea 

i 

r 

0-2 

3-5 

6-8 

9-11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6+ 

Year 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Total 

1945 

1946 

1947 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

9 

1948 

1 

2 

3 

1949 

— 

— 

It 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

15 

1950 

— 

2* 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

16 

1951 

1 

1 

2 

1952 

1 

— 

1 

1953 

2 

1 

3 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1 

3 

10 

14 

1957 

Total 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

3 

8 

32 

63 

*  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms — fatal. 

t  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms — some  paralysis. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  any  causal  con¬ 
nection  between  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  onset 
of  poliomyelitis. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1948-1957 
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Notifications  were  cancelled  or  amended  in  hospital  in  six 
cases,  viz. : — 

In  one  case  notified  as  acute  poliomyelitis  (paralytic), 
diagnosis  was  amended  to  : 

Exudative  Tonsillitis,  1. 

In  one  case  notified  as  acute  poliomyelitis  (non-para¬ 
lytic),  diagnosis  was  amended  to  : 

Normal  Pregnancy,  1 . 

In  one  case  notified  as  encephalitis,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Tonsillitis,  1. 

In  one  case  notified  as  meningococcal  infection,  diagnosis 
was  amended  to  : 

Virus  Encephalitis,  1 . 

In  two  cases  notified  as  dysentery,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Diverticulosis,  1. 

Gastro  Enteritis,  1. 

In  three  cases  notified  as  food  poisoning  and  not 
admitted  to  hospital  the  diagnosis  was  amended  to 
dysentery. 

In  one  case  notified  as  dysentery  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  food  poisoning. 

1 1 1  cases  notified  as  dysentery  were  not  confirmed 
bacteriologically. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Patients  Contacts 


Positive 

Negative 

Positive  Negative 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . 

— 

13 

— ■ 

— 

Swabs  for  Haem-Strep . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Faeces  for  Dysentery  . 

1306 

1695 

34 

182 

Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning 

67 

240 

— 

5 

Faeces  for  Para-Typhoid  . 

15 

11 

— 

2 
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DISINFECTION 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde 
spray  and  formalin  vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and 
other  articles  suitable  for  disinfection  by  steam  are  dealt  with 
at  Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford.  Other  articles  are  disinfected 
in  situ  by  formalin  or  sulphur.  Full  details  of  the  work  of 
this  section  of  the  Department  are  contained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Facilities  for  vaccination  are  available  at  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  area  and  by  all  general  practitioners. 

CANCER 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  was  1.93  per  1,000  population 
of  the  Borough. 

119  deaths  were  recorded  from  cancer,  and  these  are  shown 
by  age  distribution  and  site  of  disease  on  page  42. 

At  the  age  groups  shown  below  the  deaths  from  cancer 
are  compared  with  total  deaths: — 


At  ag 

es  (years) 

0—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Total  deaths  from 
cancer . 

1 

3 

18 

27 

70 

119 

Total  deaths  from 
all  causes  . 

45 

29 

48 

117 

408 

647 

Percentage  of 
cancer  deaths 
to  total  deaths  . 

2-22 

10-34 

37-41 

23  07 

17-15 

18-39 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1957 
Site  of  Disease  and  Age  at  Death 


CANCER 

(site) 

At  I 

Vges  (y( 

^ars) 

At  all 
Ages 

0  to 
35 

35  to 
45 

45  to 
55 

55  to 
65 

65  and 
over 

Brain  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

---- 

r^prvirfil  alands 

1 

1 

Tonaue 

1 

1 

Larvnx 

3 

1 

2 

Oesophagus  . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Bronchus  . 

20 

— 

1 

4 

7 

8 

Lung  . 

19 

1 

— 

3 

4 

11 

Breast . 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Abdomen  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stomach . 

20 

— 

— 

3 

5 

12 

Intestine 

1 

1 

Liver  . . . 

4 

_ 

_ 

— 

4 

Liver  and  Oesophagus . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gall  Bladder  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Colon . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Pancreas  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Bladder  . 

5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Urinary  Tract . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rectum  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ovary . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Uterus  . 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cervix  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Vagina . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prostate  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Carcinomatosis . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  . 

119 

1 

3 

18 

27 

70 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


31  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  2  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
were  7  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  but  no  deaths 
from  non -pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at 
31st  December,  1957,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary  and 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

186 

168 

354 

20 

16 

36 

206 

184 

390 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1957 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years: 

0-  . 

1 

1-  . 

2-  . 

1 

5  . 

10-  . 

_ 

_ 

1 

15-  . 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

20-  . 

2 

2 

25-  . 

2 

4 

35-  . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

45-  . 

2 

2 

1 

55- . 

5 

1 

1 

65-  . 

2 

1 

1 

75  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

18 

13 

2 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

31 

2 

7 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1948-1957 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1948 

40 

26 

18 

11 

19 

10 

2 

1 

1949 

33 

20 

5 

7 

17 

7 

1 

2 

1940 

35 

20 

5 

5 

10 

6 

— 

2 

1951 

46 

26 

4 

8 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1952 

27 

29 

3 

2 

13 

6 

— 

1 

1953 

28 

27 

3 

5 

15 

3 

— 

2 

1954 

22 

13 

— 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1955 

28 

18 

4 

3 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1956 

20 

14 

1 

3 

11 

— 

5 

1 

1957 

18 

13 

2 

4 

3 

— 

— 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  Stretford  Memorial  Hospital, 
where  all  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  ambulatory  treatment 
are  available. 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 
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Non-Notified  Tuberculosis 


There  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  which  had  not 
been  previously  notified  : — 

(1)  A  woman  aged  42  years  :  certified  cause  of  death  ; 

I  (a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(2)  A  woman  aged  76  years  :  certified  cause  of  death  : 

Tuberculous  Broncho  Pneumonia 

No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 
Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

There  was  no  occasion  during  the  year  under  review  to 
make  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  removal 
of  aged  and  infirm  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other 
persons  proper  care  and  attention. 


Page  Forty-Seven 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  organised  cn 
behalf  of  participating  authorities  by  the  Manchester  and 
District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  the  following  tables  show  the 
results  of  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  joint  scheme  covering  nine  neighbouring  local 
authorities. 

ESTIMATION  OF  DEPOSITED  MATTER 
by  deposit  gauges. 

Average  monthly  deposited  matter,  tons  per  square  miles. 


SITE 

Rain 

{ins.) 

p.H. 

Insoluble 

Matter 

Soluble 

Matter 

Total 

Solids 

Bucklow  R.D. 

Partington  Gas  Works 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.26 

4.5 

15.33 

7.55 

22.88 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.01 

4.9 

12.37 

6.64 

19.01 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.98 

4.5 

12.18 

6.85 

19.03 

Summer,  1957  (a)  . 

2.54 

4.8 

12.73 

5.46 

18.19 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.09 

4.8 

14.09 

6.30 

20.39 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.99 

4.7 

12.27 

6.75 

19.02 

Bent  Farm,  Warburton 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.12 

4.6 

4.16 

4.29 

8.45 

Winter,  1956-57  (a) . 

1.76 

5.1 

5.29 

4.67 

9.96 

Summer  1956  . 

3.93 

5.2 

5.28 

6.23 

11.51 

Summer,  1957  (b) . 

2.93 

5.4 

5.20 

4.76 

9.96 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.87 

5.0 

4.60 

3.80 

8.40 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.84 

5.1 

5.28 

5.45 

10.73 

Irlam  U.D. 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

1.95 

5.2 

6.09 

6.39 

12.48 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

1.94 

4.6 

4.75 

6.47 

11.22 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.93 

5.0 

6.48 

9.16 

15.64 

Summer,  1957  . 

2.71 

5.5 

5.59 

5.81 

11.40 

Year,  1955-56  . 

1.75 

5.4 

6.90 

5.56 

12.46 

Year,  1956-57  . 

2.93 

4.8 

5.61 

7.81 

13.42 

Sale  M.B. 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.32 

4.8 

6.15 

5.62 

11.77 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.04 

5.4 

5.19 

6.32 

11.51 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.71 

5.9 

10.65 

14.11 

24.76 

Summer  1957  (a) . 

2.41 

6.1 

6.76 

7.43 

14.19 

Year,  1955-56  . 

2.09 

5.4 

5.99 

4.73 

10.72 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.88 

5.7 

7.92 

10.21 

18.13 

Stretford  M.B. 

Metro  Vick,  West 

Works 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.33 

4.3 

49.54 

10.43 

59.97 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.11 

4.3 

33.99 

9.96 

43.95 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.83 

4.4 

47.73 

10.53 

58.26 

Summer,  1957  . 

2.88 

4.4 

36.22 

9.50 

45.72 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.13 

4.4 

56.23 

9.79 

66.02 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.97 

4.3 

40.86 

10.24 

51.10 
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SITE 

Rain 

{inches) 

p.H. 

\  Insoluble 
Matter 

Soluble 

Matter 

Total 

Solids 

Urmston  U.D. 

Bowfell  Road 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.40 

4.5 

9.26 

7.20 

16.46 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.21 

4.3 

7.83 

6.30 

14.13 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.70 

5.1 

9.81 

7.75 

17.56 

Summer,  1957  . 

3.18 

5.4 

10.32 

6.60 

16.92 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.24 

5.1 

9.14 

6.08 

15.22 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.95 

4.7 

8.82 

7.02 

15.84 

Eccles  M.B. 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.23 

4.4 

13.64 

8.13 

21.77 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.03 

4.2 

9.57 

8.77 

18.34 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.78 

5.1 

14.80 

8.34 

23.14 

Summer,  1957  . 

2.84 

5.5 

14.12 

8.31 

22.43 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.06 

5.1 

13.76 

7.20 

20.96 

Year  1956-57  . 

2.90 

4.6 

12.18 

8.56 

20.74 

Westwood  Park 

Winter,  1955-56  . 

2.61 

4.2 

11.34 

6.64 

17.98 

Winter,  1956-57  . 

2.46 

4.1 

11.09 

6.04 

17.13 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.99 

5.3 

11.80 

7.02 

18.82 

Summer,  1957  (a)  . 

2.69 

4.9 

9.65 

5.46 

15.11 

Year  1955-56  . 

2.42 

4.8 

10.73 

5.66 

16.39 

Year  1956-57  . 

3.22 

4.7 

11.44 

6.53 

17.97 

(a)  5  months  (b)  4  months 
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ESTIMATION  OF  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
expressed  as  mgms.  SO3  /day/lOOcm^  Batch  A  Pb02  (louvred  cover) 

Mean  Monthly  Results — Year  1956/57  and  Summer,  1957 


SITE 

SUM 

MLR 

1 

WI^ 

[TER 

YE 

AR 

1956 

1957 

1955- 

56 

1956- 

57 

1955- 

56 

1956- 

57 

Altrincham  M.B. 
Wellington  Road  Sec. 

School  . 

1.26 

1.34 

2.74 

1.88 

1.96 

1.54 

Oldfield  Brow  Primary 

School  . 

1.35 

1.32 

2.67 

2.21 

2.01 

1.78 

Bowdon  U.D. 

Town’s  Yard . 

0.66 

0.64 

1.66 

1.19 

1.15 

0.93 

Bucklow  R.D. 

Ackers  Farm . 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

Moss  Hall  Farm  . 

1.73 

1.89 

2.99 

2.30 

2.27 

2.02 

Green  Lane  Farm  . 

1.05 

0.92 

2.09 

1.69 

1.43 

1.37 

Partington  Gas  Works 

3.85 

4.29 

7.36 

4.43 

5.62 

4.17 

Bent  Farm,  Warburton 

0.76 

0.71 

1.71 

1.26 

1.21 

1.01 

Eccles  M.B. 

Barton  Airport . 

1.92 

1.83 

3.56 

2.78 

2.81 

2.35 

Sewage  Works  . 

2.36 

2.29 

4.22 

3.50 

3.32 

2.93 

Westwood  Park  . 

1.48 

1.32 

3.33 

2.81 

2.36 

2.14 

Hale  U.D. 

Sewage  Works  . 

0.95 

0.89 

1.83 

1.33 

1.34 

1.14 

Irlam  U.D. 

Princess  Park  . 

1.36 

1.43 

2.68 

2.43 

2.07 

1.89 

Railway  View  Farm . 

1.28 

1.23 

2.70 

2.16 

2.00 

1.72 

Sewage  Works  . 

1.41 

1.30 

2.32 

1.79 

1.80 

1.60 

Woodside  Farm  . 

0.98 

0.88 

2.00 

1.40 

1.47 

1.19 

Sale  M.B. 

Grammar  School  . 

1.20 

1.23 

2.77 

2.10 

2.03 

1.61 

Highways  Depot  . 

1.39 

1.43 

2.82 

2.19 

2.01 

1.79 

Sewage  Works  . 

1.59 

1.53 

2.99 

2.45 

2.11 

2.02 

Stretford  M.B. 

Victoria  Park  . 

1.68 

1.50 

3.53 

2.37 

2.45 

2.02 

Metro  Vick,  Mosley  Road 

9.40 

8.24 

9.08 

8.54 

8.01 

8.97 

Metro  Vick,  West  Works 

5.09 

5.37 

5.65 

4.84 

5.33 

4.96 

Lostock  Library  . 

— 

1.99 

— 

3.07 

— 

— 

Longford  Park  . 

— 

(b) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Urmston  U.D. 

Bowfell  Road . 

1.59 

1.48 

2.89 

2.27 

2.13 

1.93 

Irlam  Road  . 

1.10 

0.99 

2.31 

1.89 

1.68 

1.49 

Davyhulme  Sewage  Wks. 

2.28 

2.31 

4.13 

3.11 

3.15 

2.69 

Westbourne  Park  . 

1.40 

1.39 

2.73 

2.15 

1.93 

1.78 

Barton  Power  Station  . 

3.73 

3.41 

4.93 

3.47 

4.19 

3.60 

Tenax  Rd.,  Trafford  Park 

— 

(b) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MEANS— ALL  SITES 

2.03 

1.97 

3.37 

2.65 

2.61 

2.33 
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(a)  Post  damaged  and  removed 
(b)  Sites  to  be  used  January,  1958 
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Borough  of  Stretford — Deposited  Matter — tons/sq.  mile 
Deposit  gauge  at  Metropolitan  Vickers  Electrical  Co.  Ltd., 

West  Works,  Trafford  Park. 


Month  and 
Year 

Rain 

inches 

pH. 

value 

Total 

insoluble 

matter 

Total 

soluble 

matter 

Total 

solids 

October,  1954  . 

5.24 

3.2 

38.77 

12.77 

51.54 

November  . 

4.81 

3.6 

36.80 

11.20 

48.00 

December  . 

4.37 

4.4 

69.65 

15.54 

85.19 

January,  1955  . 

1.97 

3.9 

77.33 

8.72 

86.05 

February  . 

1.77 

4.2 

55.22 

11.16 

66.38 

March  . 

1.93 

4.3 

59.25 

11.14 

70.39 

April . 

1.97 

4.2 

36.19 

9.93 

46.12 

May  . 

2.76 

4.1 

64.07 

10.55 

74.62 

June  . 

3.19 

4.5 

46.75 

10.19 

56.94 

July  . 

0.67 

5.5 

79.07 

8.14 

87.21 

August . 

0.75 

5.5 

53.81 

7.23 

61.04 

September  . 

2.29 

3.9 

61.62 

8.94 

70.56 

October . 

1.81 

3.8 

40.92 

11.60 

52.52 

November  . 

1.77 

4.3 

38.33 

9.11 

47.44 

December  . 

4.22 

4.3 

52.39 

14.88 

67.27 

January,  1956  . 

4.53 

4.0 

49.20 

10.36 

59.56 

February  . 

0.63 

4.3 

46.06 

8.31 

54.37 

March  . 

1.02 

4.8 

70.31 

8.30 

78.61 

April . 

3.59 

4.0 

59.18 

9.96 

69.14 

May  . 

0.99 

5.2 

72.50 

8.21 

80.71 

June  . 

2.17 

4.2 

42.09 

9.88 

51.97 

July  . 

5.48 

4.0 

36.35 

12.63 

48.98 

August . 

7.92 

4.0 

39.26 

14.28 

53.54 

September  . 

2.84 

4.8 

36.98 

8.24 

45.22 

October . 

1.85 

3.8 

41.07 

10.83 

51.90 

November  . 

1.30 

3.6 

36.39 

13.26 

49.65 

December  . 

2.84 

5.0 

41.38 

13.21 

54.59 

January,  1957  . 

2.05 

4.7 

33.08 

7.30 

40.38 

February  . 

1.93 

4.2 

24.98 

8.21 

33.19 

March  . 

2.72 

4.4 

27.01 

6.96 

33.97 

April . 

0.39 

4.5 

35.06 

4.54 

39.60 

May  . 

1.34 

4.5 

53.37 

7.04 

60.41 

June  . 

1.42 

4.5 

31.45 

7.11 

38.46 

July  . 

5.16 

4.2 

32.28 

12.21 

44.49 

August . 

3.74 

4.4 

39.75 

14.29 

54.04 

September  . 

5.24 

4.0 

25.42 

11.89 

37.31 

October  . 

3.70 

4.1 

33.54 

10.56 

44.10 

November  . 

1.34 

5.4 

23.84 

7.69 

31.53 

December . 

2.25 

4.2 

47.56 

9.02 

56.58 
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Borough  of  Stretford 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution — 

Sulphur  Dioxide  by  Lead  Peroxide  Method 

Milligrammes  sulphur  dioxide  per  100  sq.  centimetres  exposed 

surface  per  day. 


Year  &  Month 

Victoria 

Park 

Trafford  Pk. 
West  Works 

Trafford  Pk. 
Mosley  Rd. 

Lostock 

Library 

June,  1955  . 

1.31 

* 

7.61 

- 

December,  1955 

3.28 

5.00 

12.02 

— 

January,  1956 . 

3.56 

7.00 

9.14 

— 

February . 

5.08 

6.02 

7.87 

— 

March  . 

3.14 

6.14 

6.96 

— 

April  . 

3.32 

4.08 

8.02 

— 

May . 

1.36 

5.81 

10.76 

— 

June . 

1.15 

5.86 

11.65 

— 

July . 

1.22 

6.09 

9.42 

— 

August  . 

1.39 

5.54 

11.46 

— 

September . 

1.65 

3.07 

5.08 

— 

October  . 

2.72 

5.24 

11.29 

— 

November . 

2.96 

6.57 

7.09 

3.21 

December  . 

2.43 

5.12 

6.93 

♦ 

January  1957 . 

3.02 

4.19 

9.46 

3.10 

February . 

2.90 

4.15 

7.94 

3.21 

March  . 

2.17 

3.74 

8.53 

2.75 

April  . 

2.71 

3.81 

5.78 

3.21 

May . 

1.54 

4.55 

6.26 

2.10 

June . 

1.22 

5.37 

8.32 

1.71 

July . 

0.99 

5.81 

9.90 

1.39 

August  . 

0.98 

6.47 

8.87 

1.47 

September . 

1.57 

6.18 

10.31 

2.03 

October  . 

1.74 

4.29 

8.93 

2.36 

November . 

3.52 

4.45 

7.69 

4.11 

December  . 

3.07 

5.10 

8.72 

3.64 

♦  Analyses  accidently  spoiled. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  in 
relation  to  environmental  hygiene  and  the  operations  of  the 
Cleansing  Service  during  the  year.  The  staffing  position  has 
been  satisfactory  during  this  period  and  consequently  the 
department  has  been  able  to  keep  abreast  of  all  routine  work 
and  also  give  attention  to  the  provisions  of  newly-introduced 
legislation.  Two  recent  statutes  call  for  special  mention  in 
view  of  the  far-reaching  nature  of  their  requirements.  Many 
sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  have  been  in  force  since  31st 
December,  1956,  notably  those  portions  dealing  with  the 
installation  of  new  furnaces  and  industrial  plant,  the  require- 
•  ments  in  relation  to  height  of  chimneys  and  proposals  for 
the  creation  of  smoke  control  areas.  Work  has  been  under¬ 
taken  in  all  these  spheres  and  preparatory  investigations  have 
been  made  against  the  announcement  of  the  “appointed  day” 
for  dark  smoke  when  the  permissible  emission  of  smoke  will 
be  tightened  considerably. 

The  other  statute  to  which  I  should  refer  is  the  Rent  Act, 
which  came  into  operation  on  6th  June,  1957,  and  superseded 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  The  new  Act  is  de¬ 
signed  to  amend  various  enactments  relating  to  the  control 
of  rents  and  the  right  to  retain  possession  of  houses.  Permitted 
increases  in  rents  are  linked  with  the  condition  of  the  property 
as  to  repair,  and  the  adjustment  of  rents  and  agreements  re¬ 
garding  repair  are  implemented  mainly  in  relation  to  certifi¬ 
cates  and  specified  forms  issued  by  the  Council.  This  has 
resulted  in  extra  investigation  and  inspection  and  a  greater 
volume  of  clerical  work  on  the  part  of  the  staff. 
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As  foreshadowed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  last  year  the 
proposed  reorganisation  of  refuse  collection  has  been 
achieved  and  a  strict  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is 
maintained  on  the  same  day  of  the  week  and  roughly  at 
the  same  time  of  day.  The  smooth  working  of  the  department 
in  this  respect  and  in  the  many  other  matters  reported  in  the 
following  pages  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  willing 
way  in  which  the  staff  have  worked  together  and  their  sense 
of  loyalty  to  the  aims  of  the  department.  My  thanks  are  due 
to  the  Committee  for  the  continued  support  they  have  given 
and  to  all  colleagues  for  the  manner  in  which  their  duties 
have  been  executed  during  the  past  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  KAY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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(1)  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


(a)  Complaints  received  and  investigated 

During  the  year  under  review  1,054  complaints  were  re¬ 
ceived  both  verbally  at  the  office  and  in  writing,  relative  to 
various  aspects  of  environmental  hygiene.  Little  change  is 
noticed  in  the  volume  of  complaints  from  year  to  year,  and 
during  1957  the  nature  of  complaints  referred  to  the  Inspec¬ 
torate  was  fairly  representative  of  a  normal  year,  as  shown 
in  the  following  classified  statement. 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

Received 

Obstructed  drains  . 

21 

Obstructed  cellar  drains  . 

31 

Obstructed  water  closet  . 

1 

Obstructed  yard  drains  . 

5 

Defective  water  closet . 

11 

Defective  plaster  . 

6 

Defective  dustbin  . 

488 

Defective  house  roof  . 

38 

Defective  floors . 

2 

Defective  windows  . 

8 

Defective  fireplaces  . 

2 

Defective  wall  . 

8 

Defective  gutters  . 

13 

Defective  chimney  . 

5 

Defective  drains  . 

23 

Dampness  of  house  . 

29 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . 

2 

Dirty  house  . 

1 

General  insanitary  conditions . 

20 

Houses  infested  with  vermin . 

61 

Rats  and  mice  infesting  dwellings  . 

182 

Requests  for  Inspector  to  call  (nature  of 

1 

complaint  not  stated)  . 

Food  . 

7 

Miscellaneous  . 

59 

Total  . 

1,054 
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(b)  Visits  and  Inspections 

The  necessity  for  visits  and  inspections  may  arise  from 
specific  reports  of  defects,  infringements  or  contraventions 
or  by  reason  of  routine  visits  and  reinspections.  The  total 
figure  of  11,953  visits  represents  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  and  both  the  variety  and  volume  of  work  undertaken 
by  your  Inspectors  during  1957  is  indicated  in  the  analysis 
which  follows  : — 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Number 

Houses — 

Public  Health  Acts  . 

1,445 

Housing  Acts  . 

109 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

1450 

Overcrowding  . 

13 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests  . 

1,617 

Canal  Boats  . . . 

2 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

40 

Rivers  and  Streams  . : . 

9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds . 

1 

Stables  and  Piggeries . . . 

8 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . 

52 

Factories  with  Power  . 

107 

„  without  Power  . 

19 

Workplaces  . 

23 

Outworkers’  rooms  . 

57 

Bakehouses  . 

43 

Public  Conveniences  . 

9 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc . 

3 

Schools  . 

9 

Shop  Acts . 

124 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

89 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  . 

31 

Common  Yards  and  Passages  . 

12 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc . 

313 

Miscellaneous  Visits . 

1757 

Vermin  . 

556 

Offices . 

10 

Re-visits  to  premises  under  notice — Public  Health  Act  . 

2,033 

„  „  „  „  — Housing  Act . 

76 

Offensive  Trades  . 

8 

Smoke  Observations  . 

33 

Boiler  Plant  . 

22 

Rent  Act . 

213 

MEAT  AND  FOODS— 

Slaughterhouses . 

287 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stores  . 

171 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 

31 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers . 

65 

Grocers  and  other  Food  Shops  . 

178 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . : . 

17 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

64 

Food  Vehicles  . 

18 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

49 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms  . 

275 

Other  Food  Premises  . 

197 

Public  Markets  and  Food  Stalls . 

15 

Milk  Samples  . 

85 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples . 

159 

Ice  Cream  Samples . 

24 

Other  Samples  . 

25 

Total . 

11,953 
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(c)  Improvements  in  Environmental  Conditions 

The  work  involved  in  the  repair  of  dwelling  houses,  repair 
and  improvement  of  drainage  systems,  the  abatement  of 
various  public  health  nuisances  and  the  amelioration  of  un¬ 
healthy  and  insanitary  conditions,  continued  progressively 
during  the  year.  Much  of  the  work  is  carried  out  voluntarily 
after  intimation  is  given  to  the  person  responsible,  but  in 
other  cases,  the  authority  of  the  public  health  code  has  to  be 
enforced,  sometimes  by  means  of  recourse  to  legal  proceed¬ 
ings. 


The  service  of  465  informal  notices  was  required  during 
the  year,  together  with  numerous  verbal  intimations,  and  the 
major  portion  of  the  work  called  for  was  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted  by  this  means.  In  the  case  of  187  premises,  sanitary 
defects  and  conditions  prejudicial  to  health  could  not  be 
abated  informally  and  were  reported  for  statutory  action. 
On  balance  more  statutory  abatement  notices  were  satisfied 
during  the  year  than  were  actually  served  (due  to  a  number 
which  were  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1956).  The  number 
of  statutory  notices  served  was  187,  whilst  the  number  abated 
reached  the  total  of  192. 

In  ten  cases  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  eight 
Court  Orders  were  obtained  as  a  result.  In  the  remaining 
two  instances  work  was  commenced  and  the  summonses  were 
withdrawn.  The  following  statements  show  the  position  with 
regard  to  nuisances  abated  and  defects  remedied,  and  notices 
served  and  completed  during  the  twelve  months. 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

Houses — 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired  . 

12 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

53 

Dampness  abated  . 

13 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

8 

Eaves  guttering  repaired  or  renewed . 

137 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  . 

9 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

26 

Hand-rails  fixed  in  staircase . 

1 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

162 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed . 

71 

Sinks  provided  . 

3 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed . 

5 

Sashcords  provided . 

35 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

1 

Walls  (external)  re-pointed,  etc . 

60 

Wall  plaster  repaired . 

106 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  . 

50 

Water  supplies  provided  . 

2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

15 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  . 

11 

Gratings  to  cellar  areas  repaired . 

1 

Dangerous  structures  demolished  . 

1 

Drainage — 

Drains  cleared  of  obstructions  . 

51 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . 

120 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired . 

1 

Water  Closets — 

New  water  closets  provided  . 

9 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired  . 

15 

Water  closet  pedestals  provided  . 

2 

Water  closet  cisterns  provided  or  repaired . 

16 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied — continued  . 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

Dustbins — 

New  dustbins  provided  . 

2,207 

Miscellaneous — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . 

3 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  . 

1 

Contraventions  remedied  in — 

Shops  . 

3 

Butchers’  premises  . 

11 

Food  premises  generally  . 

32 

Factories  and  workplaces . . . 

25 

Bakehouses  . 

1 

Total . 

3,279 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES 


Section 
of  Act 

Subject 

Out¬ 
standing 
31st  Dec., 
1956 

Served 

Abated 

Out¬ 
standing 
31st  Dec., 
1957 

Public 
Health 
Act,  1936 
24 

Maintenance  of  a 
length  of  public 
sewer  . 

25 

25 

39 

Drainage . 

2 

34 

26 

10 

40 

Defective  Ventilation 
Shaft . 

2 

2 

45 

Defective  Water- 
closet  . 

9 

5 

4 

91-100 

Conditions  preju¬ 
dicial  to  health  . 

44 

108 

124 

28 

Housing 
Act  1936 
11 

11 

Time  and  Place 
Notices  . 

4 

3 

7 

Demolition  Order . 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

Housing 
Act  1957 
9 

General  Housing 
Defects  . 

1 

16 

Time  and  Place 
Notices  . 

— 

3 

2 

1 

Total  . 

51 

187 

192 

46 

(2)  DRAINAGE 

This  branch  of  the  work  contributes  considerably  to  the 
attainment  and  preservation  of  hygienic  circumstances  in 
built-up  areas  and  unremitting  attention  has  been  paid,  as 
in  previous  years,  to  the  inspection  and  testing  of  drainage 
systems  in  connection  with  both  existing  and  proposed  new 
buildings.  In  the  latter  case,  all  drawings  deposited  for  bye¬ 
law  approval  are  referred,  by  arrangement  with  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  to  the  Health  Department  for  exami¬ 
nation. 

Following  supervision  of  drainage  work  and  appropriate 
testing,  statements  certifying  the  drains  to  be  satisfactory  and 
in  accordance  with  the  byelaws  are  furnished  to  the  Borough 
Engineer  before  he  issues  habitation  certificates.  During  the 
period  under  review  1,617  drainage  inspections  and  tests 
were  undertaken. 

Drainage  repair  and  reconstruction  work  is  normally  carried 
out  expeditiously,  but  in  34  instances  of  defective  drains,  and 
9  cases  of  faulty  sanitary  fittings,  statutory  abatement  notices 
had  to  be  served.  Local  authorities  also  have  a  duty  to  carry 
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out  works  of  maintenance  on  “public  sewers,”  and  this  term 
refers  to  combined  drains  serving  two  or  more  separate 
premises.  Work  was  necessary  to  drainage  systems  serving 
premises  comprising  19  blocks  of  property,  and  a  total  expen¬ 
diture  of  £215  13s.  7d.  was  incurred.  Such  costs  are  recover¬ 
able  in  accordance  with  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  by  apportionment  to  the  respective  owners  of  the  several 
properties  deriving  benefit  from  the  combined  drains. 

(3)  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  places  upon 
the  local  authority  the  duty  of  ensuring  that  the  district  is 
kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  The  importance  of  adequate 
repressive  measures  cannot  be  over  emphasised,  and  a  sus¬ 
tained  control  of  the  rodent  problem  confers  real  benefits  to 
the  community.  If  unchecked,  these  prolific  pests  would  cause 
considerable  damage  to  property,  make  extensive  inroads  into 
our  food  supplies,  and  constitute  an  ever-present  threat  of 
serious  infection.  Since  the  war  years  local  authorities  have 
been  encouraged  to  deal  effectively  with  this  problem  through 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Infestation  Division  and  the 
local  Advisory  Committees.  Further  encouragement  has  been 
afforded  by  a  Government  percentage  grant  which  as  such 
will  cease  to  exist  as  from  1st  April,  1959.  Future  subsidy 
towards  the  Rodent  Control  Service  will  be  “hidden”  in  the 
Block  Grant,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  adjustments  in 
financial  matters  will  not  influence  the  scope  of  the  problem, 
and  operations  must  continue  at  the  same  level  of  service. 

During  the  past  year  the  measures  taken  by  the  Rodent 
Control  Section  to  abate  and  prevent  surface  infestations  are 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 

SURFACE  INFESTATION 


Type  of  Property 

Premises 

Treated 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Rats 

Killed 

Mice 

Killed 

Local  Authority . 

41 

147 

94 

104 

Dwelling  Houses . 

220 

866 

70 

430 

Agricultural  Land  . 

23 

23 

35 

64 

Industrial  Premises . 

1,324 

1,740 

244 

2,465 

Totals  . 

1,608 

2,776 

443 

3,063 

Control  of  Rats  in  Sewers 

The  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  during  the  year  on 
the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry, 
namely,  an  annual  test  baiting  to  determine  the  extent  of 
infestation,  and  two  maintenance  treatments  (including  poison 
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baiting)  in  March  and  September.  A  new  feature  of  the 
maintenance  treatments  during  the  past  year  was  the  adoption 
of  a  new  technique  of  prolonged  baiting  which  ensures  that 
a  greater  proportion  of  the  rat  population  has  an  opportunity 
of  feeding  from  the  poisoned  bait.  To  keep  the  bait  palatable 
over  the  extended  period  a  mould  inhibitor  is  used  in  the 
mix.  The  area  of  known  infestation  is  now  comparatively 
small,  and  the  scope  of  the  treatment,  with  particulars  of  the 
previous  year,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


19 

56 

1957 

March 

September 

March 

September 

Total  Number  of 
Manholes . 

1,969 

1,969 

1,994 

1,994 

Number  of  Manholes 
Baited  . 

70 

121 

124 

100 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  pre-bait 
take  . 

44 

30 

85 

73 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  complete 
pre-bait  take  . 

44 

30 

67 

37 

The  figures  above  show  that  the  introduction  of  prolonged 
baiting  has  resulted  in  the  consumption  of  more  bait  at  more 
baiting  points  which  indicates  that  the  treatment  has  been 
more  effective. 

(4)  REPAIRS  TO  DWELLINGHOUSE  PROPERTY 

The  supervision  of  housing  repairs  again  accounted  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  District  Inspectors’  time,  particularly  as 
householders  have  become  more  critical  of  the  properties 
they  occupy,  due  to  the  impact  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  Exten¬ 
sive  repairs  to  dwelling  house  property  are  now  being  executed 
(at  the  request  of  tenants)  in  order  that  landlords  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  recover  the  permitted  increase  in  rent.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  covers  all  items  of  disrepair  and  calls  for  investigation 
and  supervision  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  During  the 
final  three  months  of  the  year  under  review  213  such  visits 
were  made. 

Defects  of  a  serious  nature  call  for  parallel  action  under 
the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts,  for  the  required  repairs 
cannot  be  postponed  for  a  period  up  to  six  months,  which 
applies  in  cases  where  an  undertaking  to  execute  repairs  is 
given  by  a  landlord  under  the  Rent  Act.  In  these  circum¬ 
stances  830  separate  dwelling  houses  have  been  visited  and 
1,880  inspections  were  made  for  the  purpose,  including,  of 


Page  Sixty -Five 


course,  revisits  to  supervise  progress  of  work.  As  a  result  of 
this  attention  to  housing  and  sanitary  defects  445  unfit  houses 
were  made  fit  for  habitation,  the  majority  upon  instructions 
from  the  owner,  but  38  by  the  Council  acting  in  default  of 
the  owners  to  comply  with  Court  Orders. 

Several  of  the  sub-standard  houses  were  represented  for 
clearance  during  the  year  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  sites 
will  be  available  for  re-development  after  confirmation  of 
purchase  orders.  Furthermore,  three  individual  unfit  houses 
were  demolished,  and  two  others  were  closed,  and  the  occu¬ 
pants  were  rehoused.  At  the  close  of  the  year  it  was  estimated 
that  out  of  a  total  of  18,600  occupied  houses  less  than  five  per 
cent,  were  unsound  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  them  the 
statutory  responsibilty  of  the  Council  within  ten  years.  What 
overcrowding  exists  is  being  progressively  abated  by  alloca¬ 
tions  of  Council  houses  from  the  general  waiting  list,  but  the 
over-occupation  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  continues  and 
remedial  action  is  required  from  time  to  time. 

(5)  PREVENTION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Measurements  of  the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution  with¬ 
in  the  Borough  have  been  taken  at  monthly  intervals  over 
the  past  nine  years,  in  conjunction  with  a  regional  scheme 
organised  on  behalf  of  nine  participating  local  authorities 
by  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee.  Detailed  figures  are  included  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  together  with  graphs. 

Many  factors  contribute  to  the  total  pollution,  including 
187  industrial  chimney  stacks,  gas  manufacture,  generation 
of  electricity,  rubber  processing,  chemical  works,  commercial 
and  domestic  premises,  road  vehicles  and  railways.  The  means 
available  for  reducing  and  preventing  atmospheric  pollution 
are  administered  partly  by  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectors  and 
partly  by  the  local  authority.  Pollution  by  fumes  from 
chemical  processes  registrable  under  the  Alkali  Works,  etc.. 
Regulation  Act  is  the  province  of  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectorate, 
whilst  pollution  from  smoke,  dust,  grit  and  odours,  are  the 
direct  concern  of  the  Health  Department.  For  many  years 
the  level  of  permissible  smoke  emission  has  been  restricted 
by  byelaws  under  which  it  is  an  offence  to  emit  from  a 
chimney  more  than  two  minutes’  duration  of  black  smoke 
in  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes.  This  standard 
will  be  supplemented  by  an  improved  standard  based  upon 
emission  of  dark  smoke  when  the  appropriate  section  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  comes  into  force  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

Consequent  upon  the  proposed  introduction  of  keener 
standards  in  the  control  of  smoke  emission,  industrialists  and 
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others  have  not  been  slow  to  make  improvement  in  their 
steam-raising  plants.  The  department  has  taken  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  requirement  that  all  proposed  new  plant  and 
adaptations  of  plant  shall  be  the  subject  of  “prior  approval” 
by  the  Council,  and  in  this  way,  supervision  of  improvements 
have  been  maintained.  At  the  close  of  the  year  all  plants 
known  to  be  troublesome  in  relation  to  black  smoke  had 
been  brought  up  to  greater  efficiency,  or  consultations  to  this 
end  had  been  commenced.  During  the  year  compilation  of 
a  register  giving  particulars  of  all  existing  boilers,  methods 
of  stoking,  type  of  fuel,  instrumentation  and  other  relevant 
details  was  undertaken. 

Domestic  smoke  has  for  a  long  time  been  regarded  by  the 
experts  as  an  urgent  environmental  problem,  because  it  con¬ 
stitutes  approximately  one-half  of  the  smoke  problem,  even 
though  the  consumption  of  house  coal  is  only  about  one- 
sixth  the  quantity  of  the  bituminous  coal  used  for  other 
purposes.  Moreover,  the  emission  of  domestic  smoke  is  at  a 
relatively  low  level,  and  its  constituents  are  of  a  tarry  nature, 
and  emitted  at  a  much  lower  temperature  than  the  products 
of  combustion  from  steam-raising  plant.  The  way  is  now 
clear,  by  reason  of  the  enabling  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  for  an  attack  on  domestic  smoke.  More  and  more  local 
authorities  are  declaring  smoke  control  areas,  and  this  depart¬ 
ment  has  prepared  provisional  recommendations  for  such  a 
project.  It  is  anticipated  that  their  adoption  by  the  Council 
will  give  rise  to  an  area  of  smokelessness  where  the  effect 
will  be  most  noticeable  and  beneficial.  The  foresight  of  the 
Council  in  providing  approved  appliances  for  the  burning 
of  solid  smokeless  fuels  in  post-war  Council  houses  and  flats 
will  facilitate  the  promotion  of  smoke  control  areas. 

(6)  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Ever  since  the  resumption  of  slaughtering  at  Mode  Wheel 
Abattoir,  some  eight  years  ago,  the  department  has  main¬ 
tained  one  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  food  animals 
coming  forward  for  slaughter.  During  the  past  year  the  work 
of  meat  inspection  proceeded  smoothly  and  efficiently  and 
34,469  animals  were  examined.  The  figures  indicate  that  no 
horses  were  killed  (as  this  work  has  been  transferred  else¬ 
where),  and  whilst  fewer  pigs  were  slaughtered  there  was  a 
slight  increase  in  the  numbers  of  sheep  and  lambs. 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year  there  has  been  a  most 
significant  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  all  diseases,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis.  The  percentage  of 
animals  affected  with  tuberculosis  has  fallen  from  23.4  per 
cent,  to  1.3  per  cent,  in  respect  of  cows,  from  5.2  per  cent, 
to  0.41  per  cent,  for  other  cattle,  excluding  cows,  and  from 
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4.7  per  cent,  to  0.29  per  cent,  in  respect  of  pigs.  Although 
these  figures  may  not  be  truly  representative  of  the  overall 
position  in  animal  health  (due  to  the  restricted  numbers 
with  which  we  deal)  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  efforts  of 
veterinarians  in  the  field  are  showing  a  pronounced  beneficial 
effect.  Despite  the  improved  position  in  relation  to  animal 
health  the  need  for  routine  meat  inspection  remains  impera¬ 
tive,  and  the  following  tables  show  its  value  in  preventing 
food  infections  amongst  the  general  public  : — 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INCIDENCE  OF 

DISEASE 


1957 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . ^ 

Number  inspected  J 

4,204 

465 

127 

26,995 

2,678 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  . 

4 

10 

2 

2 

13 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned  . 

648 

88 

1,269 

347 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

15-5% 

201  % 

0-15% 

4-7% 

0-97% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

5 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

169 

57 

79 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

0-41% 

1-3% 

0-29% 

Cysticercosis : 
Carcases  submitted 
treatment  by 
refrigeration  . 

16 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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WHOLE  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


Disease 

Cows 

Hei¬ 

fers 

Bul¬ 

locks 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Generalised  tuberculosis 

8 

1 

4 

1 

Cysticercus  bovis . 

1 

5 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Dead  on  arrival  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Emaciation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Fevered  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Immaturity  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Joint  Ill . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Oedema  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pvaemia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Septic  mastitis . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  metritis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  peritonitis . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Toxaemia . 

1 

■  ' 

' 

'  ' 

The  diseased  carcase  meat  and  offal  referred  to  above  was 
surrendered  to  officers  of  the  department  and  stained  green 
prior  to  collection  for  processing  into  fertilisers  and  animal 
feeding  stuffs.  The  total  weight  thus  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  amounted  to  20  tons,  6  cwts.,  2  qrs.  and 
25  lbs. 


(b)  Other  Foods 

A  large  variety  of  foodstuffs  call  for  routine  inspection  in 
addition  to  butchers’  meat  examined  at  time  of  slaughter. 
In  every  case  where  food  is  sold,  exposed  for  sale  or  intended 
for  sale,  for  human  consumption,  it  is  subject  to  examination 
as  occasion  demands.  During  the  year  the  following  quantities 
of  various  foodstuffs  were  declared  to  be  unfit  and  thereupon 
surrendered  to  the  department  for  disposal. 


Canned  Meat  . 

Tons 

2 

cwts. 

8 

qrs. 

2 

lbs. 

17 

Canned  Fish  . 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Canned  Vegetables . 

— 

6 

— 

8 

Canned  Fruit  . 

— 

6 

2 

9 

Canned  Soups . 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Poultry . 

— 

1 

1 

6 

Frozen  Egg  . 

— 

— 

3 

24 

Fresh  Meat  . 

- ■ 

2 

— 

Miscellaneous . 

— 

6 

3 

13 

Total  . 

3 

11 

2 

27 
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(c)  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  engaged  in  the 
sale  and  preparation  of  food  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  489, 
and  routine  inspections  to  ensure  the  purity  and  wholesome¬ 
ness  of  food  sold  and  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  totalled  1,367.  These  visits  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  general  improvement  in  the  standards  of  food 
hygiene  and  in  the  provision  of  more  adequate  washing 
facilities.  Included  in  the  total  number  of  food  premises  there 
are  179  which  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  and  storage 
of  ice  cream,  or  for  the  preparation  of  preserved  foods,  and 
193  inspections  of  these  registered  premises  were  undertaken 
during  the  year. 

In  only  one  case  was  an  adverse  report  on  food  premises 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee,  but  this  was  remedied 
without  recourse  to  legal  action  after  the  proprietors  had  been 
interviewed  by  the  Emergency  Sub-Committee.  Following  the 
reconstruction  and  installation  of  new  equipment  in  another 
restaurant  a  certificate  was  awarded  to  mark  the  high  standard 
of  hygiene  attained.  Complaints  of  contaminated  food  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  the  most  notable  were  con¬ 
cerned  with  a  moth  in  a  custard  tart,  a  nail  in  an  Eccles  cake, 
and  a  zip  fastener  in  a  pint  bottle  of  milk.  Suitable  warnings 
were  given  in  all  cases.  Legal  proceedings,  however,  were 
instituted  in  connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
in  relation  to  smoking  near  open  food  and  failure  to  prevent 
contamination  of  butchers’  meat  during  transport  and  hand¬ 
ling. 

Supervision  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  and  systematic  sampling  over  the  past  three  years 
showed  encouraging  results,  for  all  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  keeping  quality.  Four  new 
registrations  were  granted  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  and  two  premises  similarly  registered  were  deleted. 
Three  premises  where  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  had 
been  discontinued  were  also  deleted  from  the  register,  so 
that  the  following  premises  were  registered  as  at  31st  Decem¬ 


ber,  1957:— 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  7 

Sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream .  160 


The  results  or  routine  samplings  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables  ; — 
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Results  of  Ice  Cream  Testing 


Bacteriological  Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 


I 

II 

III 

IV 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  3 

2 

— ■ 

— 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  4 

1 

— 

— 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  11 

3 

— 

— 

18 

6 

— 

— 

Two  samples  of  imitation  cream  were 

satisfactory. 

Fat  Content 

More 

5-10 

21-5 

Less 

than 

Chemical  10% 

% 

% 

than 

2i% 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  — 

5 

— 

— 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  5 

— 

— 

— 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  12 

1 

— 

— 

17 

6 

— 

— 

One  ice  lolly  examined  was  found  to  be  genuine. 

One  sample  of  imitation  cream  was  reported  as  genuine. 


(7)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

During  the  year  134  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  offices 
for  the  promotion  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  and  office 
workers  in  so  far  as  this  is  likely  to  be  affected  by  environ¬ 
ment  and  amenities  at  their  place  of  work.  Such  premises 
usually  conform  to  the  presumptive  standards  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  amenity.  Other  duties  in  relation  to  shops  include 
enforcement  of  closing  hours,  restrictions  on  Sunday  trading, 
and  compliance  with  conditions  for  the  employment  of  shop 
assistants. 

(8)  MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 
(a)  Cinemas 

One  cinema  which  had  been  showing  sings  of  deterioration 
in  respect  of  the  standard  of  cleanliness,  seating  and  other 
amenities  was  closed  voluntarily  and  proposals  submitted  for 
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an  alternative  use.  Visits  to  other  cinemas  in  the  district 
revealed  a  high  standard  of  maintenance  and  defects  receive 
prompt  attention.  Preliminary  proposals  for  modifying  the 
heating  and  air-conditioning  arrangements  in  one  cinema 
were  under  discussion  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
position  is  being  watched  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

(b)  Explosives 

No  licences  to  store  explosives  were  called  for  during  the 
year,  but  80  applications  were  received  for  registration  for 
the  sale  of  fireworks.  Prior  to  November  a  circular  letter 
was  issued  to  retailers  advising  them  of  the  requirements  of 
the  Regulations  and  various  conditions  relative  to  the  sale 
and  display  of  these  articles. 

(c)  Game  Licences 

There  was  no  change  in  the  number  or  identity  of  persons 
licensed  to  deal  in  game,  and  renewal  of  the  usual  five  appli¬ 
cations  was  granted  during  the  year. 

(d)  Marine  Store  Dealers 

In  accordance  with  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health 
(Amendment)  Act,  1907,  all  marine  store  dealers  require  to 
be  registered  with  the  local  authority,  and  seven  persons  have 
been  granted  registration. 

(e)  Schools 

There  are,  within  the  Borough,  twenty-five  schools  com¬ 
prising  forty-seven  departments,  and  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year  in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation,  drain¬ 
age,  yard  surfaces,  washing  accommodation  and  facilities 
for  taking  meals.  A  reasonably  high  standard  is  being  main¬ 
tained  and  any  items  of  disrepair  are  remedied  promptly. 
The  articles  of  food  supplied  to  school  kitchens  for  school 
meals  were  usually  found  to  be  very  satisfactory,  but  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Committee  for  Education,  a  close  watch 
is  kept  by  food  inspectors  on  the  nature  and  quality  of  food¬ 
stuffs  provided,  particularly  in  respect  of  meat  products  and 
butchers’  meat. 

(9)  HACKNEY  CARRIAGES 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  licensing  of  hackney 
carriages  and  their  drivers,  and  the  year  under  review  saw 
an  increased  demand  for  licences,  from  two  to  fourteen,  and 
for  drivers’  licences  an  increase  from  16  to  23.  More  and  more 
regulation  type  taxis  are  being  brought  forward  instead  of 
limousines,  due  to  greater  economy  in  running  and  general 
suitability  for  the  work. 
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In  order  to  give  an  adequate  taxi  service  at  the  Cricket 
Ground,  Football  Ground  and  Greyhound  Stadium,  special 
licences  to  ply  for  hire  in  nearby  stands  were  granted  in 
respect  of  67  cabs  licensed  elsewhere  than  in  Stretford  and 
80  drivers. 


(10)  PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  records  of  the  public  mortuary  show  that  81  bodies 
were  admitted  during  1957,  and  that  the  certified  causes  of 
death  were  as  shown  in  the  table  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Occasions 
when  Mortuary  used 

Natural  Causes  . 

— 

59 

Accidental  Death: — 

Electrocution  . 

1 

Run  over  by  railway  engine  . 

1 

Penetrating  wound  of  heart . 

1 

Lacerations  of  the  lung  . 

1 

Fracture  of  the  skull . 

4 

— 

8 

Misadventure 

Gas  Poisoning  . 

3 

Coronary  atheroma . 

1 

Drowning  . 

1 

Fracture  of  the  skull . 

1 

— 

6 

Suicide 

Gas  poisoning  . 

4 

Drowning  . 

1 

Penetrating  wound  of  heart  and  lungs 

1 

— 

6 

Open  Verdict 

Found  drowned . 

1 

Fracture  of  skull  . 

1 

— 

2 

Total 

81 

(11)  STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE 

The  testing  of  underground  tanks,  repair  and  renewal  of 
fittings  and  supervision  of  installations  resulted  in  89  inspec¬ 
tions  during  the  year  in  the  interests  of  public  safety.  Actual 
storage  licences  issued,  including  renewals,  numbered  170, 
and  licence  fees  accounted  for  an  income  of  £123. 
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(12)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  proposals  were  made  for 
reorganising  the  work  of  refuse  collection  from  houses  and 
shops  with  a  view  to  maintaining  a  strict  weekly  collection, 
despite  absence  for  holidays  or  sickness  and  time  lost  on  the 
occasion  of  national  holidays.  The  system  of  collection  was 
changed  from  the  continuous  round  to  the  block  load  system, 
and  a  little  extra  manpower  was  made  available.  This  ensured 
that  each  collection  team  was  able  to  clear  one-fifth  of  the 
round  on  each  working  day.  The  time  lost  by  Bank  Holidays 
is  made  up  by  working  the  Saturday  before  or  after.  The 
scheme  has  proved  entirely  successful,  and  householders  are 
now  not  only  aware  of  the  regular  collection  day,  but  also  the 
time  of  the  collection  team’s  arrival. 

The  year  commenced  with  a  total  of  19,935  portable  dust¬ 
bins  and  2,207  of  these  were  found  to  be  unserviceable  during 
the  year  and  were  renewed  under  the  Municipal  Dustbin 
Scheme.  Further  development  of  property  took  place  result¬ 
ing  in  a  total  of  20,404  dustbins  as  at  31st  December,  1957. 
The  sale  of  new  dustbins  for  trade  refuse  reached  114,  and 
nine  new  bins  were  provided  at  premises  from  which  kitchen 
waste  is  collected. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  method  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  practised  for  many 
years  has  been  controlled  tipping,  and  for  more  than  eight 
years  reclamation  of  land  at  Poplar  Meadows  has  been  pro¬ 
ceeding  steadily.  The  capacity  of  the  tipping  land  is  estimated 
at  almost  30  years  at  the  present  rate  of  construction.  Already 
a  new  site  of  four  acres  has  been  made  available  for  the 
Stretford  Cricket  Club,  and  land  for  playing  fields  will  be 
provided  progressively. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  the  year 
amounted  to  20,035  tons,  and  the  work  of  disposal  was 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  fully-tracked  bulldozer.  This  con¬ 
tinues  to  give  satisfactory  service,  but  maintenance  costs  are 
heavy,  and  after  a  further  two  years’  continuous  work  provi¬ 
sion  will  have  to  be  made  for  a  new  machine.  The  saving  in 
labour  costs  more  than  justifies  its  use,  and  good  results  are 
more  easily  attained. 

(c)  Salvage 

The  level  of  recovery  of  salvage  was  maintained  during 
the  year  apart  from  the  project  for  baling  small  tins  which 
was  discontinued  due  to  its  not  proving  profitable.  Quota 
restrictions  were  still  maintained  on  the  output  of  paper 
salvage,  but  the  total  income  was  very  little  short  of  the 
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previous  year  when  it  reached  £4,544.  The  quantities  of 
various  materials  recovered  and  the  income  therefrom  is 
shown  in  the  table  below  : — 


Material 

Weight 

Income 

Tons  cwt.  lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

237 

2 

0 

1,006 

13 

5 

Mixed  Waste  Paper  . 

303 

17 

0 

2,278 

16 

8 

Newsprint  . 

— 

— 

Fibre  Board  . 

64 

2 

1 

608 

2 

7 

Scrap  Iron  . 

7 

1 

2 

24 

15 

3 

Scrap  Bins  . 

12 

2 

0 

47 

11 

0 

String  . 

1 

0 

6 

0 

Rags  . . . 

1 

3 

0 

23 

0 

0 

Scrap  Tins  . 

37 

9 

3 

299 

10 

5 

Non-Ferrous  Metal . 

1 

0 

3 

18 

2 

Total . 

662 

19 

2 

£4,292 

13 

6 
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